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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to announce the filing of the Na-
tional Mentoring Act legislation by
myself, along with a broad group of bi-
partisan cosponsors. The mentor act
would give tax credits to businesses
that allow their employees 1 hour a
week of paid time off to mentor chil-
dren at risk of dropping out of school
and getting involved with drugs. The
reason for this bill is simple, to make
it easier for mentoring organizations
to recruit mentors.

Why is this important? Well, there
was a recent study completed of 1,000
young people on the waiting list at Big
Brother-Big Sisters. The list was di-
vided into two groups: one group got a
mentor; the other group did not get a
mentor. Eighteen months later, the
children with mentors were 46 percent
less likely to begin using illegal drugs,
27 percent less likely to begin using al-
cohol, 53 percent less likely to skip
school, and 33 percent less likely to en-
gage in violence.

That is why this bill has been en-
dorsed by every major mentoring orga-
nization in the United States, includ-
ing Big Brothers-Big Sisters, America’s
Promise, and the National Mentoring
Partnership Act.

I urge my colleagues today to call
my office and sign up as cosponsors to
this important legislation.

f

TREATMENT OF AFGHAN
PRISONERS IN CUBA

(Mr. DUNCAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I have
heard and read that some people in
publications in Europe and some mem-
bers of the European Union have been
very critical of U.S. treatment of the
Afghan prisoners in Cuba. I think they
are scraping the bottom of the barrel
in a vain attempt to make themselves
feel superior to Americans.

I wonder how they would feel or how
they would respond if they had been at-
tacked the way we were on September
11. No country on the face of the Earth,
Mr. Speaker, has done as much. No na-
tion has even come close to doing as
much for other countries, as has the
United States of America.

These prisoners will live far better as
prisoners of the U.S. military than
they ever would have in the caves of
Afghanistan. Even more importantly,
Mr. Speaker, they will live far better
as our prisoners than they deserve,
after killing thousands of our citizens
in one of the cruelest ways imaginable.

f
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CONTINUED FAILURE OF THE
SCIENTIFIC PROCESS

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, imagine
if you were participating in an Olympic
event and you were winning the race
and suddenly the Olympic Committee
came along and changed the rules be-
cause they did not want you to win.
You would be outraged.

Well, yesterday the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission notified Nevada of
their plans to once again change the
ground rules for judging Yucca Moun-
tain. The NRC is proposing to elimi-
nate rules governing what it calls the
‘‘unlikely event’’ of a volcanic erup-
tion.

The NRC staff believes that there is
less than a 1-in-10 chance of an erup-
tion occurring within 10,000 years. A
less than 10 percent chance? What does
that mean? Does the term ‘‘1-in-10’’ or
‘‘less than’’ equate to ‘‘sound science’’?
There is a better chance of Yucca
Mountain exploding than there is of
winning the lottery.

We should ask the people of Africa.
We should ask the people of Hawaii. We
should ask the people of Mount Saint
Helens in Oregon what they thought
about that 1-in-10 chance.

I continue my outrage at the entire
Yucca Mountain project. But by telling
Nevadans that they have a less than 1-
in-10 chance that Yucca Mountain
could explode is downright astonishing.

The NRC should be ashamed of itself.
It is time to put the safety of Nevadans
and all Americans ahead of their own
desire to win at any cost.

f

SCOTT GERMOSEN, A TRUE
AMERICAN HERO

(Mr. GRUCCI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GRUCCI. Mr. Speaker, on Janu-
ary 9, America lost a true American
hero, Staff Sergeant Scott Germosen.

After graduating from Centerreach
High School in 1982, Scott answered the
call to duty and enlisted in the Marine
Corps. After serving our country, Scott
and his family moved to California
where he was exploring a career as a
sheriff’s deputy.

Like all of us, Scott was horrified by
the attacks on America on September
11. Unfortunately, the tragedy was very
close to home for Scott. Scott’s second
cousin was aboard the first plane that
hit the World Trade Center. Hearing
this tragic news spurred Scott to re-en-
list in the Marines and help defend our
Nation from evil.

While serving our country and fight-
ing for freedom, Scott perished in the
KC–130 tanker that crashed in Pakistan
on January 9, 2001 while he was per-
forming his duties as a loadmaster dur-
ing missions in support of the War on
Terrorism.

Scott Germosen has made the ulti-
mate sacrifice so that all of us can live
under the blanket of freedom that
America provides. On behalf of the

First District of New York and the en-
tire Nation, I thank Scott Germosen, a
true American hero.

Scott is survived by his mother
Myrna Washington, his wife Jennifer,
and his 22-month-old daughter Alyssa.
I ask my colleagues to join me in pray-
ing for and in paying respect to Scott
Germosen and his family.

f

ESTABLISHING FIXED INTEREST
RATES FOR STUDENT AND PAR-
ENT BORROWERS

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 334 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 334
Resolved, That upon the adoption of this

resolution it shall be in order to consider in
the House the bill (S. 1762) to amend the
Higher Education Act of 1965 to establish
fixed interest rates for student and parent
borrowers, to extend current law with re-
spect to special allowances for lenders, and
for other purposes. The bill shall be consid-
ered as read for amendment. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the bill to final passage without intervening
motion except: (1) one hour of debate on the
bill equally divided and controlled by the
chairman and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Education and the Work-
force; and (2) one motion to commit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SHIMKUS). The gentlewoman from Ohio
(Ms. PRYCE) is recognized for 1 hour.

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. SLAUGHTER),
pending which I yield myself such time
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 334
makes in order the bill S. 1762 under a
closed rule. The rule provides 1 hour of
debate to be equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking
minority member of the Committee on
Education and the Workforce. Finally,
the rule provides for one motion to
commit.

Mr. Speaker, S. 1762 amends the
Higher Education Act of 1965 to estab-
lish fixed interest rates for student and
parent borrowers and extends current
law with respect to allowances for
lenders. To put it simply, this legisla-
tion will allow for the continued avail-
ability of affordable student loans for
students and their families by address-
ing a long-standing problem in the Fed-
eral student loan program about how
interest rates are calculated. It will
simplify loan terms, reduce confusion,
and lock in low rates for the borrower.
At the same time, it will provide sta-
bility for lenders, helping to avoid dis-
ruption in loan availability.

Mr. Speaker, more than 9 million
United States students today need stu-
dent loans to help pay for college, and
the education of our Nation’s children
is a major concern of most Americans,
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